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throughout the year, the result is a very exuberant plant life. We should,
however, guard against the common idea that this indicates good soils,
or promises great things for future settlement.
Since the temperature and rainfall controls arc much the same south
of the Equator as they are to the north, it is clear that the above nine
climatic classes will be repeated in reverse order in the Southern
Hemisphere, It has, however, been pointed out that the lands peter
out to the south, and indeed this is indicated in the rough diagram in
Fig. 5. We can sec that sclva, savana, desert, east coast uniform-
rain region (with forests), and the grass and shrub flora of Mediterranean
type are repeated in southern Africa. In South America the lands reach
so far south that the deciduous forest is also present, but this is not the
case in South Africa or Australia.
Much the same climatic zones are found in North America, and are
repeated in inverse order south of the Equator. In the third of the
"peninsulas" of the world plan (that comprising east Asia and
Australasia), the lands are so broken that the classes arc not very
regular. This incomplete peninsula is sketched on the right of Fig. 5.
Diiring the Pleistocene, when the ice caps removed so much water fronj
the oceans, there was a large sub-continent, called "Sunda Land/'
between Asia and Australia; but this land was drowned when the
ice caps melted at the close of the ice ages. As mentioned previously
the innumerable festoon islands forming Micronesia and western
Polynesia arc the emerged summits of submarine fold-ridges. It has
long been suggested that the continental areas of Australia and Asia
might well be extended some considerable distance to the cast to
include this "yielding" portion of the Pacific floor. However, this
aspect of the Pacific structure is rather academic, and need not concern
us further. The appropriate climatic zones are seen to be well displayed
in Australia, and closely parallel those in South Africa,
MAN AND CLIMATIC OPTIMA
It will be readily understood that this problem of climatic control
is a veiy complex one, since we have to do with variable present-day
climates throughout the year at any one place, and also with variable
climates throughout the ages (for we are concerned with the history
of several thousand years). We may consider the problem of present-
day climates first of all, and then learn something of the marked